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“« 8UPPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION, :

Wae obzerve that the Morniug Chronicle rencws |
its complaint that we do not give to the Adwiaie-
tration, i all is depirtments spd 1o ol its mea-
sures of policy, ““the valun of that steady, bearty,
and usquestiouing support which they undoubtedly
deserve,” and cites s number of instances in whioh
we bave expressed dissent rather than approval.

We submit to our zeslous contemporary that
it might better serve the cause of dignified diseussion
by addressiug 1self to our arguments than by cow-
puiivg the vuwber of the ocessions ou which we
have presumed to differ from the Admipistration.
Especially would this course scem to be proper
when, as our neighbor is pleased to eay, we have
brought a ‘ characteristic ability and an unusual
industry” to the serics of “ animadversions” that
form the grounds of its complaint. Until the
Morning Chronicle has in some way dispesed of
these arguments, we must continue to give to the
Admibistration the “ value” of a “support” which
is not “unquestioning,” like that of our neighbor,
(as perhaps becomes ths ambition of an officisl
journal,) but a support based on our own indepen-
dent and oandid ocouvictions of publio duty.
“ More pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame,”
we trust that, alike in the bestowal of praice and
blame, we have shown tbat we had a better
purpose than either to find the Adwinistration
always right or always wrong, and though we may
have fallen far below the standard of that ‘ un.
questioning’’ acquiescence prescribed to itself by
the Chronicle as equally a duty and a plcasure, we
feel well sssured that some at least of the ‘“oon-
stituted authorities,” consisting as they do of more
than the depositaries of a single department, sre
able to appreciate the ¢ value” of a “support”
which has some stability for its basis, rememberiog,
according to that fine phrase of the French, that
one can lean only on that which has some power
of resistance.

REPUBLICAN CLAMORS.

The earnest adjurations addressed to us by
one of the two papers which sustain the Ad-
miristration with a constancy that never fal-
ters reccive little reinforcement from other
leading Republican jourpals. If weo tovk to our-
selves the latitude of complaint and the impor-
tunity of demand allowed to thoso of the latter
which stand the highest in reputation for * loyalty”
and influence, we should be astonished at our ip-
trepidity. Latterly we cbserve that the Republi-
can journals which  stand by the President” and
the ¢ Proclamstion”” show the ‘composition and
fieros quality” of their support by ¢ demanding”
the rawmoval of Mr. Secrstary Sgwarp from the
place he holds at the head of the Cabinct and of
Gen. HavLeck from the place be Lolds at the
bead: of our armies. This is the latest style of
“Joyelty,” and because we do ot join in the ery,
or scek to barnss the President by either the one
or the other of these sclicitations, we suppose we
shall be charged with indifference to the welfare of
the Republic. Ta order to place on record one of
thesg invoeations, and to siguify our disapproval of
this attempt to disturb the President in the midst
of his official ¢ngagemcnts, we quote tho followiog
from the Chicago Tribune of Monday last. Speak-
iog of Gen. Halleck, our coptemporary says :

s Nothing in his hands seoms to prosper. IIs failed in
his Western campaign—fmled signally and lameotably—
just where a man of more sptitude for affairs and far jees
learning would have won brilliant and enduring success.
In bis dealiogs with that mau McClellan ke was unfortunate

b to evoounter uislike, but wot firw encugh to com
mand obedience His choice of ageote for securing the
success of Pope cauld not bsve been worio. 'When the
command of $uat arwy of the Putomac was glven to Burn-
wide, Halleck's obatinate prejudice agaiust Hooker and ill-
placed pertinscity for bis competitor wiih the President
were the remsous that the leadersbip went where it did.
We uil koow the result. The bopeless but desperate
valor of our wen st Fredericksburg has writtea if in letters
that ean never be efiaced. We do not mesn to sccuse
wojustly; but the sctors in that Vicksburg tragedy justify
themeelves by chnrg‘mg tbe dieaster upon Gen. Haleck,
whoordered what was done. And so diraster bae sucoeeded
dissster, reverse bas followed reverse, until the mnlr;-.
exhsusted of its patieuce sad wesry of the delay, ealls
impatiently for & change sod fur relief. In saying what
we do wa pnly re-scho the cry that comes to us from every
quarter—get (en. Halleck out of the wry and let victory
stepin. Devoutlybelieving that the instiactof the country ia
uot wrong, sud that all wen may judge of the ruccess of
one or suy pumber of campaigns sfter results bave been
sobieved, we eutrest the President to listen to the country’s
ory aud show bis willingoess to meet the popular demand.
We sasure him that in his own thorough loyalty snd patriot
ism, io hia desire to make an cod to the rebellion and of
the rebels, the country bos unlimited faith. If sny blame
it le for tardicess to not when the smergency demanding
promptoess aud decision arrives. 1f any censure it is be-
psune be permits bis own sterliog sease to be subordinated
by theories that bave not been proved. I any are restive
it is because he will not judgs his subordinales by the
results that they stiain rather theu by the pretensions they
wnke J{aoy sueeritis when they aek how much time
will slapse before the President finds out that his uext lu
command is inespable of fillivg bis placs, How much
longer, all men inquire, shall we endure—bow many wore
campaigus like Pope's, how many revertes like that st
Fredericksburg, how wany disgraces patterned afrer that
at Vicksburg, shall we enoounter—Dbelore s shange 1s re-
eolved upon, and & man of affsirs is put in place of tho man
of the closet? *Old braine' in 8 good sobriquet; bhut
* young vietory’ would meet the nntional waot iar better’

On the following day our intensely Republican
contemporary of Chicago pursucd this topic as
follows, joiving Mr. Seward this time with Gen.
Halleck in its enumeration of “ the objects of the

aext raceifive.” Tt said:

" The Senats Is impatient, aod #o is the couotry. The
firet wants Beward's place filled by & wao of nction. There
hia besn cuough of pbilosophicsl phrase making, and halt-
ing snd of cowardice overmuch, say the members thereof.
‘I'ie country ecies ont sgnioat Halleck with an unssimous
voloe, deamnnding that be, too, shall go. The Pres dout
in impuenive yet, aud, furicun SBenntors say, by aad by,
when Seward hus leisurs at Auburn to talk over wih
Weed the eaases of his (sll, and Halleok s sent to condole
with MeClalian, the agraemernt among sli that the President
did wisely to wait will be cordinl. 8o let those who, like
boys under tutilage, aver Uit they can't wa't, try to make
their casea as comliriable as may be. They know, or
should know, ax well as we, that Mr. Ljseola is in dead
enrnest ; that to put down Lhin rr'uri-lmn in u._;- quickest,
chespont, and enriveat mwethod ia the object of his life; that
e bas no ambition which does not necord with the bighest
snterests of bis country ; that o' bes thpe far avinesd
sagneity far suporior to that ol his asristants ; and that,
whenever tha henp io stiried, he always enmes out a-top
Wa sre content to meagure cur desires by his motions.

“ Bat in the mean time we warn their irisads not to be
cotfident that Sewnard and Hallock wi'l keep their placea
Ui they bet, ot the wager be laid on removal ; beaauae, an
mure ne thot the war continuos, they will buth go.  The in-
stinets of the people are unerring, and they long ago
warked the objects of the vext saerifice. As Csmeron,
an Porter, ss Buell, us MeClollan went, so will go the men
of whom we rpenk.  ‘I'he renlzation of publie expecta
tion way be deferred ; but it will come,”

Indintin papors refer 1o the recent difficulty between a
wquad of envalry, sent from Tndianupolis to arredt desertors,
and oitizens of Morgan cononty. They deny that there was
any organized resistance, but nllegs that the esvalry gross.

Iy imposed 1 innosent and unoffecd.ng partios—that
&" m].q?;nda-tmyed the property and a;i:-nl the
horses .and insulted the families of pesceable e tizens.
The facts will be inveslignted.

A FOREIGN MILITARY JUDGMENT.
Io one of the desputches of Mr. MorLEY, onr

| socowplisbed Minieter at the Cowrt of Vieaua, we

find the following refercace to the opiniou express
ed (we suppose by @ wilitary eritic) 1a the prigeis
pul journal of the Austriso Empire relative to the
quelities displuyed by Gen. MeCLELLAN in effect
ing his retreat from the Chickshominy swawmps to
the Jawes river after the unfortunate repulse of
his right wing. Mr, MorLey, in bis despatoh to
Mr. BEwARD, says: '

* I deews worthy of your wvotice o brief extract from o
remarkable series of papers in the prinsipal jouroal of this
explre, ip which the eourss of our campaigos is criticized,
sometimes severely, but never uugensrously: alwaye with

| talent, and with thorough knowledgs of the subjeet, topo-

geaphieally and strategetically, aod with a firm dispoeition
to do justice. You will be interested to resd the com-
wents of g0 able a writer upon the witbdrawal of our ar-
mies to the Janes river:

“+1t is not to be woudered at, theo, if the Generslio-
Chief of the Army of the Putomac was in haste Lo save the
army eatrusted to him from the dangersgsurroundiog it,
even from eertaio deetrustion ; from anoose, in fact, which
required ouly to be drawn s little more closely together iu
order to suffoeste the Boul of the Union. The manuer in
which te scquitted himself of this most diffieuit of all mili-
tury tuske redounds to his icfinite honor, aud places him
at ocuce in the ranks of thoss memoravle commanders
whose names bistory treasures for posterity ; men who, if
they have perbaps not hud the urt to ehsin victory (o their
baovers, pussesscd, at eny rate, the fortitude, the audaci-
ty, and the circumspecticn to rescue their armies from im-
I:Jeudmg ruio. . . . . The Americsn Geueral has made s
borough study of war in the swamps of the Chickabomi-

d flicult of profeasions. . . . . He bos manifested the un-
questioned taleut to save bis srwy, in & menner not suffi-
ciently to be admired, out of the most desperate of situa-
tions. Morean made himself iwwortal by his fawous re-
treat frum the liler to the Rhine in the year 1796. What
is doe to the Ameriesn General-in-Chies, who condusted,
with a woratl{ snd physically exhnusted army, through s
swampy, pathless counlry, covered with ancient furests,
snd in the faes of an enewy vutnumbering him two to oue,
the most clussical of all retreats recorded in military his-
tory without a single disaster 1"

OUR MULTIFORM CURRENCY.

—_—

We present below soms reliable statistics and facts re-
lative to vur currency, which we are confideut will be
found povel®und valuable, in view of the momentous ques-
tions sod interests concerning finsnee vow undergoing
dizcussion in Coogress and by the people.

The whole pumber of Banks in the United States is
estimated at 1,395, apportioned as follows, the branches
of State Bsuks not being enumersted io this estimata:

Maloe . ooy, 69 Georgit cuveen..... 81
New Hampebire... 561 Alabama.......... 7
Vermeont........... 41 Louisians...... i<
Massachuselts... ... 185 Ohicueecean.cn- |
Rhede Island. ..... 92 Todisns .......ean . B
Counecticut. . ..... 73 lllinois.......co0eee _60
New York city..... 54 Kentucky.......-.. B
New York State....249 ‘Tenoessee......... 28
New Jarsey ...... 550 Missouri.... 8
Penveylvania...... 81 Michigan. .. . 0
Delaware.......... 9 Wiseconsin.... .... 122
Marylaod..... viena S8 JOWE. v oniiisnense 7
Dustriet of Col..... 6 Mmpesota......... 1
Virgivia..oeeen ... 30 Fleridy..---as..n-. 2
Nor:h Carolins.... 12 Tex#s....co.ceven. 1
South Carolina..... 18 Kaneas............ 1

Every oue of these Baukes has its eeparately engraved
snd printed notes, differing in form or des'gn pictorially,
aond esch Baok issucs the various denomipations which by
ussge seem to have become & rule,

Our paper currency may therefo-e be designated as of
the denvminations of one, two, three, five, ten, twenty,
fifty, oue bundred, five bundred, and one thoussud dullars.
This shows ten different densminstions se the usual quota
from the prowinest old Bauks in the Eastern and Mididle
Siates. It may be rtated, however, that of the Banks of
the West, &eo. the larger denominations above uamed are
rately usad—they seldom issue notes of denowlnatione
above fifty or one hundred dollars.

In view of these facts, and to the end that we may
present a fair aversge exhibit, let us sliow s x different
torms of notes to ench of these 1,395 Bavks. The result of
this eimple multiplieation will give the formidable number
of 8,370 varieties of notes in citculation asd use from
these sceredited Bauks.

Moreover, the varied issues of the *' fraudulent, broken,
and worthless Bauks' should not be overlooked. OF tuis
olase—of * Relired Banks,”” as they are siyled—&04 are
enumernted in the published list furnished by the * De-
scriptive Liat" for January, 1863. Such ae these have here-
tfore contributed, snd 1 wany netsoces slill coutribute
their quola to thia prull.ii!cuotu t‘ntﬂl-oglle

Qne phoge of our papor curreucy, eogeodered by this
wultiforw syetem, calle for specisl sotice aod cousider
stion. We rafer 1o counlerfoiting. It may be pafely stated
that the art, se pursued 1o the United States, 13 with-
out parsllel, sud that, without vaunt (r byperbole, we
ean * beat the world" ou thie our ustivoal Epe elall
conuterfaitivg. A species of litarature, even uokoown to
the pest of the wourld, has been ivitisted smoog us; aod
po mercbant or wechspic deems himsell safo unless be
cousulte tbe * Counterfeit Deteclor.” Jhese publications
bage become articles of ' prime pecessity,” ty the profit
of the publisherz, doubtlees, if not to the community; sod
thoy sre spawued weekly, powi-moutbly, sod wenthly in
wost of our citiee. We need vot enlarge upon this topie,
smesivg aé it slwaye sppears to foreign observars and
writers on these subjects,

The abecluts facts, as detailed by thoes interested in
keeping the records of counterfeits, sppesr monstrous and
fabuloua, 6ven bejood credauce. Of the various kiode it
is estimated that tbere are about six thousand. How wavy
of each kiod must be conjectured, as wo have no wesus of
catechisiog the origicators. It would seew, bowever, se
the rule, that the better the Baoks the more numerous the
counlerfeite. We cite, io illustration, that Massachusette
bas owe bundred and eighty-five Banks. * Thompeon's Re-
porter,” of receut date, describes counterfeits vu ove bus-
dred sod sizly-pios of these, sud " Gwynne & Day's”
specifies coe bundred and eeventy-four. A like inference
way be drawn from the some su boritiss in referpoce to
the Baoke of New York. Of three bhundred aod tbree
Baoks enumerated in that State, it is stated that the
issues of ouly forty-five are not counterfeit d.

Of the varivus rpegien of counterfeits, na they are called,
it is necertained that but a smail part of the whole in cir.
culntion is composed of bona fide " imitations” of the
geouine notes. Thoss kuuwu as * slterations” uwamber
highest, Oue cause of this multiplicity of altered notes is
sttributable to the similuriiy of titles among Bapks jo
diff:reut sections of the ecountry. As, for insteuce, we
find twenty-seven * Unjon” Bauke, of which seven are 1o
the Btate of New York. A yet further sid to * alters,
tions” 18 i the frequent use of the same deviees ou nolea
of different B,uke, and often of different Banke of the
SN URIDe

Next in wumber to the * slterstions’” come the *' spu.
rivie,” such as resomble in tit'e only the notes for
which they are intended to pass. Thess notes are from
piates of broken snd “bogus” Banks in most instapces
“hrokeg' or Y oretired"
menta.

In view of such a promiscusus, wultiform, aud dubjous
circulation, we think it will ba generally ndmitted by the
public and by couservative baokers that a plan which,
like that of Mr. Secratary CHASE, proposes to put an end
to these evils, deserves a favorabla considerstion

Bank-no's engraving establish-

IRON-CLADS ORDEERED TO SEA.
The Navy Department kas ordered the fullowing iror-
elad vesseln to be propared for sen nnd sent Bouth at ones:

Vessel Where State of forwcardnes-,
Reokvk. ccovevens New York, coeeevnsn Bendy in two weeks
Catskiil ..... -+ Greenpoint.......... Rendy in two weeks
BAgAmMOTe.o.ene. . Uhentar, Pa......... Rendy in n week
Knutnckets .. .. LT Ready in n weok,

RESTRICTIONE ON GOLD SPECULATIONS.
New Youk, Fep 6.2 bill was introdueed in the Le-
gislature to day to prevent the Banks of the Slate solling
specio above par during the time of suspension of specio
paymenta—making void all contineta for the ra'e or pur-
cbase of specie, sud prohibiting loavs oo specie, uuder
peualty of the forfeiture of bauk charter.

ny, sod hes meade himself s complete master in that most | §

FRENCT! DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE:

The Paris Mouiteur of {he 16:b December coulaius the
official documents of the yesr, uuder the general nswe of
the Expo:é de I Situstion de I Ewpire, sud which contains,
besides the seversl suwwaries of the Miuisters, siwilsr L0
the reporte of our Becretaries, a selection of the Diplows-
tie Corresposdouce. like that recentiy published by Mr
BEWARD., We bave not seeu & copy of this importan!
docuwent, but find in the New York Eveping Post & cow-
pilstion of & portion of the correspoudence contaived in it,
us derived frow abstructs given in the Paris correspondevee
of several London papers, sud particularly i that of M.
Gaillardet to the Courrier des Etats Unis, published in New
York. From these abstracts the Post Las prepared quite
su iuteresting wecount of that part of the French Euwpe-
ror's " Yellow Douk,” s it is culled, whioh relates to the

affairs of the United States.
The gooeral conduct of the French Guvernment towards

the United States is desoribed io the following paragraphe:

+ The yesr just ended Las uofortunstely produged uv to-
lutivw of the crisis through which the United Btates are
puesing. ‘The etruggle is carried on with alteraatious of
successes #od reverscs which thresteu to be eterusl. Al
the sxwe time the sufferings imposed on other countri: s
by the blocking up of oue of the most productive countries
14 the world sre beiog multiplied and sggravated. As far
a3 we are concerned, the distress felt by vur cotton indus-
try is well known. s

“The Emperor's Governent, therefore, watebed with
incressing solioitude the course of the events which had
uleeady attraeted its serious atteution during the past year
It was especially auxious to coociliate the muintevence of
u friend'y neutrality with the duty of protecting its own
countrymen, whicg evary dsy became mors ilutp=rutwe.
11 hus uot neglected nuy oue of the opportuniiies which
sutborized it to explaiu’ its opinious to the Fedaral Gov-
erowent ou the dapgers sod dificulties of the situation
but, while speaking with sll sincerity, it wus eareful to
ive ils observations the most friendly form, aud 1t is bappy
T #ay that full justice has been done to its sentiments at
Washington. :

“ Alter having, till quite receotly, conﬂned_ its enmmu-
pieatious with the Federsl Governwent to » kind of eonti-
dentinl exchauge of 1deas, circumstances induged it to be-
lieve that the woment was cowe to try s more decided
step. It thought that after two years of so disastrous o
struggle the sesson when mulitsry operaticns sre of ue
cossity suspended could not be suffered to pass witbout
gomo effort to turn it 1o the advautoge of penee and com-
prowise. ,

“The Ewmperor's Government was desirous not fo net
alone. It therefure pror:oed to the Russisn and English
Goveruments to join 1t, ko that together they might brio
about #u sriistice for «ix montbe between the 'lfede
Government and the Copfederates of the Svuth. The sn-
swer of the two Courts s alteady known. While declar-
ing thut they ebared the feelings which bxd led ue to make
the prupoesl, they declined coming to the uuderstznding
suggested. * ; BT

“Wa cortaioly regretted this determinstiou; but we
were copscious of having obeyed tbe dictstes of bumanit;
and sound policy. We are counvioced that our propossl,
presented collectively, might bave contributed tu prevent
useless bloodshed sud to bssten the moment of reconeilin-
tivw, the conditions of which were of couree to be lolt en-
tirely to the free choice of the belligerent:.

wThsre is evidently o sufficiens grouvd for ue to re-
sume nloce the initiative of 8 preject which, as we thought
from the first, ought to be undertaken with the concur-
rence of our bllies; but we bave taken care to let it be
kpows at Washiogtou that we were quite resdy, if it should
be desired, to facilitate, either alone or collectively, in .-:ﬁ
form thet might be indicated, the work of peace 1ulwlu
we had wished Great Biitain and Ruesta to join us.”

Next we come to the correspondence, which fextends
over fourteen columns of the Mopiteur, sud which our rea-
ders, to say the least, will propouuce extraordinary ju many
resprets.  Its two topics are Butler ond Mediation, or Me-

distivn sud Butler.

A despateh of M. THOUVENEL, duted March 6th, 1862,
juquires of M. Mercier whether, aiter the recenl success
ubtsined by the Federal erms in Kentucky and Tenncsaee,
the mement bue not arrived for the Wasbivgton Cabinet
to exawine ' if the exclusive metbud of coercion is, sfier
all, the best fur remedying the evil already done, and that
which can be eatily lorescen if the war he contivued.”
All Europe will with satizfaction tea {he Federsl Goveru-
ment eeekivg 1tself the basis of some transsction des'ived
1o drive awsy (conjurer) all troudles, and avoid further
cowplicatious, * whbich wiil tou early arrive during the pre-
sent criss it its prolongation would render more heavy
than tbey are aiready the sacr.fices suffered by commeres
sod indusiry in Euroge. -

M. MenCIER replies to M, Thouvenel March 31, 1862,
that, sceording to his instructions, he had beld an inier-
view with Mr. Sewsrd, and was awaitiog the news of the
fate of New Orlenns. The French Minister aflerwards
reports 8 couversstion which be hed held with iuflueutinl
persunsges, and who, n apewer to Lis remark thag lhswar
iuoreased daily the bitterness between the Nurth aud the
South, smd : ~* We do not expect to reunite (ra‘tacher)
the South with us agaicst its will, but e hope that after
baving relieved it from the toflusnce of its prewent leaders,
and baving given it a severe leseon, it will return to the
right putli. We ara resclved fo carry on the tosito the
end, and if afterwsrds the mejori y of the Btates persist
W' o separation, we wil let them have it.” M. Mercier be-
lieves that this s the tuling opioion in the North; that the
maes of the publie is beginving to get tirod of the war, but
that its consersative wetinet still biode it strovgly to the
Union, sud which it hopes to see preecrved by a melange
of victories sud concessious.

A desputeh, besting dute April 13, thiows a hitle light
upon the jouiney vndertaken to R ehwond by Barov Mer-
cier, and ‘which exeited much stieotion at the tiwe. It
appears thet be undertook it atb the suggestiou of Mr
seward Limsell who then bslieved in Lbe speedy re-estab-
listioent of the Usiou, and witbout bavieg previouely -
formed the Frevch Guveroment of bis inleativn.  Before
bis departyre M. Mercier cams to an understandiog with
Lord Lyons, sud repested to Mr. SBeward that the object
of his juurcey was ot contected with the recugnitivu of
the South, but only su attewpt to bring sbout sn arrange-
ment. The Becretary charged him to state at Richmond
that the North was sctuated by ve scotimeuts of revenge,
and that great satisfaction would be afforded to the inhab-
itante by the sight of euch Seontors as the =cuth miglt
cousent to send. .

Of the wany couversstious which M. Mercier mentions
baving had st Richmoud with several important persouages,
that of Mr. Benjsmin dessrves to be moted down. We
quote frow Mr. Mercior's despaich

“1 to!d Mr. Benjamin (writes Mr Mereier) that the
objeet of my vieit wae simply to learn for mysell the real
state of affairs, sud that I csme to sek bis sid io sttaiving
it. 1le replied that be would assist me with the grentest

lessure, snd thst e would be charwed if I arrived at the

uth, which, sccording to all be could gather, uppearad to
be little known io the ilorlh.

“1 give you o sutmmary, M. ls Ministre, of what Mr.
Bepjamin said to me, uud what I huve learped from differ-
ent conversatiops held whils in Richwond : * We bava (1
was told) relied too much on Europe sod the power of
cowmercial iute rests ; bur, however that wmay be, you will
be conviueed that we are determived to conquer our inde-
pendence st all bogards.  Oo this point the sentiments of
our people are uosnimous, They bave already suffered
much, but they will epdure far more, if necesary, to ne-
complish thelr object  'We do not disguise from ourselves
that the Federnls possess infiuitely superior resources,
and phe commund of ths oceny ; that they may, in the long
run, wake themselves ninsters of our posts,  Butin captur-
iug our cities they will find only women, old men,
children, The whole popuistion capable of besring arwma
will wittdraw juto the interior, beyoud the reach of gun-
bonts, and, in presence of such a resictance, the Nurth

will be obliged to yield, We remember that, iu the war
of independence, the Eogl sh mewentarily held possesgion
of nearly oll the cides on the const, but enceumbed. vot-
withetund ng. The same result will pow eeeur. The

althongh not unfregnently from the debris material ui"

! neutrality ;

Eruaut situption in exactly similar to what it was then,
ike the Kogli-h the North fights to retsiu ite power and
wealth, aud we, like the Ames icaus, fight for independence.
Our people nre to-day noimsted by uumistakeable senti
" ments,  Look st tbe women ; they are foremost in urgiog
( their busbands, their svns, their brothers to take vp

nrms. By toeir habite, our people are better prepared for
& military life then thoss of the North, apd, on equal
terwe, our troopa have always bud the advantage. Our
mensures are taken to hold Richmond ss long ae possible,
and if st luet we should be foreed to abandon Virginia it
would be certaluly o beavy loss 10 U4, but we should not
desphir. Moreover, we can, if sbsolutely necesary, de-
| fend ourselves, but the North cannot nttack us without
| money. On the other hand, we will not hesitate aninstant
| to burn our eotton and our tobmceo, rather than permit
| them to fall into the bands of the enewy.”

1 huve met bere every important public personagd,
ard all Luve beld the same laogunge and expressod to mo
the samo sentiments. Among thesp perscps many are

| known for the moderation of the'r charsoter, and for their
{ upposition o seceslon at the outact of the quarrel. The

question now arises whelber the determiostions so unani

wously expresred to ma are strong enoagh to resist every
"trml, 1 eannot attempt to deeide, but T wee many rea-
wone for not doubting their perfect sineerity st this mo-
went. How, otherwise, eoutd be explaned the entire
submission with which the people nceept all the miseries
to which eirepmetances condemn them 1"

| In the following despatoh, dated July 28, 1862, M. Thou-
vensl shows hitself #till more excited (¢mu) by the durs-
tou of the wir, the afllietions of which hnd for Europe just
beon nggravated by the adoption of the new tariff, which
| wan nlmost equivalent to elosing the Ubited States mar-
| ket.  France has perssted in maintaining the sirice:t

“But it is impossible to dissimulste thet no Gloveroment
cao rewsin iudefintely deof to the complsivts arisivg
sround it, wheu tless cowpluivts ure the echio of the gen-
orsl soutiment of the ¢ untry.” * Now it is easy to Ef
ceive,” suys ‘he winister, ** that the necesily of &

of the Awerivan couflict epposis esch day more pressing,
while at the esme timo the clearest.mivds of Europe tead
wore and wore to doubt the pos:ivility of s re-esbablish-
went of the Union upen its forwer cosdition. . . . It
would be an errer to IUEPDOB that nn unlsyorable .&r;'
(un sontiment pew bienveillant) towstds the Federal .
eruweut at all 1wduces this opinion.  No ove desires
ration, bub, convinced that it 15 inevitable, it is desiia
that it shou'd be wmado under relations the most favorable
to the ulterior relatioss of the two States to which it will
give birth."

This despateh, in which M. Thouvepel gava bis elearest
imprecsious on the issue of the war, wea wet by snother
doespateb from M. Mercier, dsted the 15th of the same
wouth, in whick the writer * dves nol think it 8 piece of
temerity to suppose tbat the hour of pesce waoy uot be
very far of,” cowparing the srrangewents theo existing
with thore of the present year ; snd be asks whether ** this
is ot the woment wheu Europ an wedistion would be &
great gocd, nnd gupported by public opinion 1"

The Imperisl Goverument, bowever, did believe that
the suspicious woweunt bal eirived, sod on the 18th of
S-pt-mber, 1862, M. Thouvenel asked M. Mercier to ga-
ther togother all the information he could on this matter.
Later, s a despatch dated Novewber G, and sigued not by
Tbouvenel, but by M. Drouyn de L'Huys, this latter gives
to M, Mereier o confidontial copy of the communication
which he had just sdjressed to Londen and St. Peters-
burgh, adding that he * had vo doubts e to the benefit to
the United Htates of n woderately long srmistice,” (une
tréve de quelque durée,) nnd * that be bad ot least the assu-
eiation ju our amicable efiorts of the two great Powers
which we believe to be towards the United States animat-
ed by feeliugs as friendly as our own.”

Nevertheless, M. Morcier wrote on the 10ih of Novem-
ber that the then recent elections indicated a change of
upivion, & diversity of aspirations, but ‘‘seemed to be
definitively, und above sl in their praetiesl mnuei:enoel.
altge! her in opposition to the war to the end.” Mer-
cier then bolieves it ** oppurtune for the ¥rench Govern-
ment to prepare to take some concilistory stepe, which
wight #id in the ro.establishment of pence” Eight days
later—tha 16th of Nuvewber—~he eaid, on the swswe aub-
Jjeet, that the eseential point to be attained by a wedintor
wae to preveut the renewal of hostilities in the spring, be-
cause, il 8 uew cumpaign should be then begun, it would
be very difficull to arrest it, aud the culture of eotton, be-
ginuing iu March, would be nbandoned, so that it would be
difficult to say wheo 1t would be ever resumed.

But un exnctly the same day, November 18ih, M. Drouyo
de L'Huys aunouuced to M, Mercier the refusnl of Eug-
land sad Russis to umte in the effort msde by the Frenc
Guverument, unkoown to ite winister at Washington,
though iy conformity with his kvown views. M. Drouyn
de L'Huys asnnounces that owing to the refusal of the
other Puwers to act in the matter, France will also sbstain,
but that ** we will remsin in the firm belief that the offer
of our uited good offices would have opened a perfectly
ucceptable way of bastening the denousment of the preseut
erisis, auvd we do not abandoo the hope of yet sceiug others
enter iuto vur views,”

The last phnso of this diplomacy is 8 despateh nddressed
from Comp égne, November 23, 18€2, by M. Drouyn de
L'Huys to Mr. Dirayton, who had forwarded him informa-
tion resjestivg the two belligerent parties, at the same
time expressivg ihe hope that this iuformation would
modify his opinion 1egarding the equilibrivm of the reepec-
tive forcrs of the North and the fouth, M. de L'Huys re-
coguises the fact that the information is ealeulated to give
a guod idea of a'l the resources of the Federal Govervment.
“ But it is not the less true,” says he, ** that, nowwithst sd-
ing the inequaiity of rumbers and fuancisl means, the con-
ditions of the soil and climate seew to oppore inviocible
arguments to the progress of the war,” I am pleased,”
be udds, *“to render homage with you to the evursge
evinced by ths Americans on both eides; but even this
courage, while exciting the admiration of the world, is iv
this case ouly ivetrumental in rendeiing the more nucer-
taia the results of buttles, and in pustponing the end of
this disastrous and bloody war.”

The Miuister ssys that “ the recepti'n by England and
Ruesia of the propossl of wedintion prevents us frum fol-
lowing out the matier, but that our smicable disposition
towards the Americios remsins unchapged.”

AN IMPORTANI' LINK.

We ara glad to see that Mr. Rice has reported to the
Senate, from its Military Cummittee, a bill to aid the con-
structicn of tbe * Metropolitsn Railroad,” in cooneetion
alav with other eopnectivg lines to the West and to the
CLesapeake bay. The proposed “* Metropolitan” road, so
called, chartered both by the S'ate of Maryland and by
Congress, is 8 rond by a direct lins from Washington to
the Poiut of Rocks, (inatead of going round by Baltimore
or tbe Relay Mouse,) thenee to Hagerstowo, nnd there
connectivg with the whole net work of Penosyivania rail-
roads, aod by Pittsburg to the great West, and shortening
the present distnoce from Washing oo to the Baltimore and
Ohio radrond aud Harper’s Feriy vearly one-baif.

We Linve often lelt surprice (bat the importsnce of this
Luk in the cham of railroad eowmunieation has net long
sizce arrested the esrnest atten'ion of Cougress, psrticu-
lurly tho Weatern mewbers of the b dy, snl obtained for
the work adequate aid and concouragemeut.  Besides so
grently fac:litativg travel sud wail traneporialion be-
tween the West aud tho vest of Government, eould auvy
aritbmeticiau undertake to ascertain the advantage which
this shurt, direet, additional live of transporiation from
Washingtou to Harper's Ferry aod Westero Marylaud
weould bave beeu to the Goveinment, to ths ermy, to trons,
portation of goldiers, munitions, sud supplies, and to fucility
of wilitary operations, duriog the last twoyeara? The eaving
io mere woney would bave pail for the road twice over, sod
it might even bave ssved Harper’s Ferry, with its immegee
lose of life, of prieoners, aud mwunitions. The imporiavce
of the road, however, is too obvious to ueed soy extended
ecowwent.

DRAFTED MEN IN BATILE.

—

We regret to see it stated, on good nuthority, that the
 drafted meu" cugeged in the receut battle st Blackwater
(Va.) did not belave with coursge. This remark applies
to the 167th Regiment from Penoeylvavia, who oo this ve-
easion fsiled to eu-tyin tbe bigh reputation which the gal-
lsut voluuteers Mrom their Btate have gaived oo a0 many
siricheu ficlde. An army correspondent thue deecribes the
copduct of thess ** drafted men” in the first bat:le, we be-
lieve, in which auy postion of the {hree bundred thousaod

of their class has been engaged :

“ The regments of the expadition were mostly new,
and behaved well under their first serious fire, with the ex-
ception of the One Hundred aud Bixty-sevenih Peansylva-
nis, composcd of drafted wen. When ordered forward
wiih the reat, nt six o'clock, they remained lying in the
rosd, to avoid the ehells paesgiog over them, sand refused to
stit.  Gvn, Coreoran, on hearing this, rode up to them, ac~
compunied by Uul. Spear, and called for the Colonel.  He
was dangerously wounded, and did not reply. The Lieu-
tenant Colonel, Major, Adjntant, or any Capuain, were pue-
censively called for, without answer. The General then
suid that if any commissioned officcr waa there and would
advance the regiment, he should be recommended for the
Coloneley. A Lieuteusnt, same unhuown, theon ross aod
endeavored to eomply, bat without effect. The Geoeral
then sppenled to them, for the honor of Pennsylvania, when
an Ord-rly Sergesnt aprurg up, ssying, * You can draft us,
but you can't maks us fight,' He wasimmediate'y strock
on the Load with the back of Col, Bpear’s sword and felled.
Col. 8pear desircd to charge them with o company of en-
walry, but the General thought it better to leave them na
they were.”

A GENERAL T0 BE DISPOSED OF —8everal of the naws-
papers of the day wre industriously asserting that Gen
Batler ia to ba sent back to the Department of the Gulf,
the Government having slrendy repented of its course in
removiog him. Not to speak of the alura thus indirectly
enst upon the eourse pursued at New Orleans by Gon,
Banks—a Genersl whose administrative capacity np:!}udg-
ment have rarely heon questioned before in this quarter—
these reporta ns lo Gen. Dutler’s epeedy return ||nply n
vory heavy soctsntion sgamst the Glovarnment, whioh in

partment so unsdvicedly that the gronnds of ite aetion will
not benr & month's examioation. Tt seems far more pro-
bable that the navy may now bs wt work a second time
earving ont a new department for Gen. Dutler. Possibly
he may yet try s match with the people of Charleston. If
a0, the world will watch with interest for the issue:

[ Boston Daily Adorrtiser.

A Goop Exampene.—A French paper says that ab
Thourstte, in the department of the Ain, the curé, who 11
nearly eighty years of age, haa slways iosisted, for (he las
thirty yeara, that the parents of every child he hnptised
should plant a fruit tree of some kisd or other. The recult
is that this commune, which was very uoproduc-
! tive, now preseuts the appenrance of an

represented nn having changed the commnnd of & great de- |

mente vrehard. |

THE LATE NAVAL FIGHT OFF CHARLESTON.

OFFICIAL REPORT.
The following report from Adwirsl DuponT of

blockadiog equadron off Charleston was received at
tho Navy Depurtment yesterday morning. It con-
firms the statewent puhlishedy yesterday that no
United States vessel was lost during that engage-
ment :

Frag-SHir WasasH,
Port Royal Harbor, February 2, 1863,

Hon. GipeoNy WELLES, Fecretary of the Navy, &e.

Sin: I bave the houwor to report that about four o'elock
on the morying of the 3lst ultimo, during the obseurity ot
s thick bage, two irop-clad guoboats came cut of Charles-
ton by tbe muin ship-channel, unpercewved by the equad-
rou, sod commweuced a raid on the blockading feet. Most
of the latter wereof the light class of purcbused vessels;
two uf the besviest mey-of-war (the Powbatun and Cavao-
daigus) baing st this port, cosling aud repainng.

The Moercedita wae the first veesel attacked. Ier offi-
cers and erew had been particularly watchful duriug the
night, to look out for ruspected vessels, and st three
o'clock A. M. slipped cable snd overbauled a troop steamer
rupuing for the channel by mistuke. She had returced to
the anchorsge, and Capt. Stellwagen had gone Lo his room
a shoit time, lewving Lient. Commander Abbot on deck,
when oue of the iron-clads suddeuly wppenred. Her ap-
proach was concesled by the heze and mist of the atmo-
spbere. The vessel was immediately bailed and an order
given to fire, but the iron-clad beiog cloge aboard, and lay-
ing low in the water, no guns could be brought to bear.
A heavy rifle shell was fired from the enemy, which, enter-
ivg the starbcard side of the Mercedita, pussed through
her condeuser aud the steam drum of her port boiler, and
exploded against the port side, blowing a hole in ite exit
some four or five feet square, killing the gunner, and by
the escape of stesm acalding a number of the men, und
rendering her motive power spparently useless. Unable
to sce his guna, and being wt (he mercy of the epemy,
who was lying alongside on his starboard quarter, all fur-
ther rosistance was deemed bopiless by Capl. Stellwagen,
and b surrendered. The crew and officers were paroled,
though nothing wae <aid of the ship, the executive «flicer,
Lieut. Communder Abbot, baving gone on board the ene-
wy's guuboat aud made the nivapgements.

The iroc-clad, leaving the Mercedita to ber fate, to sink
or not, next epgaged the Keystove State, Commander Lo
Roy, who was ulso attacked by the other. Their fire was
gel'aotly returoed ; But a ebell explodivg in the furebold
of this vessel, she was set oo fire. Commsunder Le Roy
kept off uotil it wes got under, when be steered again for
one of the iron-clade, ordered full stexm and determived
to try to run her down. The guos hsd been trained and
depreseed for & plunging fire at the wmomeunt of collision,
#nd the ship bad scquired a speed of twelve kuots, when n
sbell or shot {rum the epemy passsd through both the
steamw chests, wholly dissbling her boilers und reudering
ber powerless. Ten rifle gl 1l etruck the Keystons State;
two buret on her quarter deck, but most of them struck
the hull, beiog near aud below the water line.

In the mean time the Augusta, Commodore Panott; {be
Quaker City, Commander Frailey ; and the Mewphis, Act-
wg Lieut. Watmough, kept up a fire upon the enemy, di.
verting their attention (rom the Keystono State, which
was soon afier tnken in tow by the Memphis, and drawa
awsy from the fire. The Augusta snd Quaker City were
both struck on their hulls—the Memphis only in her rig-
ging.

The Huusatenie, Capt. Taylor, gave chase, and a shot
from her struck the pilot houss of one of the iron-clads,
doing it, it is thought, some damage, and carrying sway
coe of ber flags.

The rebil vessels then passed to tha noirthward, receiv-
ing the fire of our ships, and lovk refuge in the swash
clLanvel, bebind the shoals.

The ouly casunlties were on the Mercedita and the
Kejstone State.  On the Keystone State they were very
Iarge. About one-fourth of her erew were killed and
wounded, aud among the former the medical ufficer of
the sh.p, Assistant Burgeon Jacob H. Gutworth, who was
sealded to death whilst rendering surgieal aid to one of the
woundrd men. Niuve of those who died perished from the
escape of steam when the boilers and stram chimney wers
peuetrated ; and amoug the wounded the greater number
received their injuries from the same cause.

As the Mercedita was the only vessel which eurrendered,
I hase directed a court of inguiry to examoe into the eiv
cumstances of the case, a8 well as in'o the terms under
which the surrender was made. This inves igation bas
b.en asked for by Capt. Stellwagen.

1 received this intelligence on Saturday at three P. M
by the Augusts, which ehipimmedistely retur eito Charles-
ton. The Mercedita soon after arrived, sud the Keystone
Stute in tow of the Memphis, when the latter vessel was
at onee sent back to the station.

‘Tbe Jumes Adger, Commander Pott raon, was sleo tow-
od back ne ebe waes coming into Rort Roysl, aud ordered
to Charleston ; and the Powhatan, thromgh the commendn-
ble zeal of Capt. Godon, was got ready by nine o'clock P.
M. I bad the chaonel snd box buoys light=d, when sle
paseed out enfely.

1 forward herewith eupics of the reporis of Cept. Stell-
wageu, Lieut. Cotn. Abbot, and Capt. Leroy. Also the re-
porte of the cssusltise on bosrd the Mereeditn sud the Key-
stone Sta'e. Ou the Mercedita there were four killed and

tweuty wounded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
F. DuroNT, Rear Admiral, &e.

UNOFFICIAL ACCOUNT.

It appears fiom the statewent of au inteliigent eye-wit-
ness that the cause of the allack of the rebel rams on our
squadron was owing to tha capture by us of the Eoglish-
steamer Princess Royal, the captain snd pilot of that ves-
sel having esonped ssbore duriog the darkness of the night
sud communicated iutolligence to the enswy.

The Priucess Royal eudesvored to run the blockade by
way of Baach Inlet on the 29 h, but wae diceovered by
the pilot-boat Blunt, and, ou the sigoal being given, the
guuboat Unadilla proceeded towards her nnd captured the
valuable prize, whli’oh the Unadilla earried to tne aidé of
the Housatovic nod laid there till near daylight, when the
thunder of heavy guns wus heard, necompnuied by short
flushes of light. _

An daylight broke it was discovered on board the Prin
cess Royal that two rebel rame, coming from the direction
of Btomo inlet, were steaming toward our fleet. One of
the rams steamed immedistely towards the United Statea
gunboa: Mercedita, which was lying cloee to Fort Sumfer,
and struck her at the water's edge, kealing ber over. At
the same time she fired n sbot juto her atarboard boiler,
which expleded 1t nnd caused the death of three persous,
including the guover, by shut snd steam. The ram then
bited the Merendita nud dewanded n surrender, Chpt.
Sivllwegen repled, “we sre in s sinking condition,” and
#t tho same tune luwered ooe of Lis small boats,

The raw suswered our bail by replying, “ We are the
Confederate ram Palmetto Siate; do you surrevder?”
This was repested three times, Crpt. Stellwagen at-ench
inquiry replying, I am in a sinking condition.” The
rebela finslly avawered, ' G—d d—n you to hell; if you
don’t surrender we will blow you out of water; zend your
boat aboard.”

The small boat which Capt. Stellwagen had lowered
then esnveyed his Lieutenant and Excecutive ufficer to the
side of the rebel ram. The requent of the cffcer to be ad
w'tted abonrd the ram was refused. The Lieateunnt re-
pested Capt. Stellwagen's statement in the followiug
worda: * We are in & sinking condition.” The officar of
the ram anawered, ** You cannot sink lower than the rails.
We eanuot take you aboard. We will ncct:rt of your pa-
role.”  The Executive officer of the Mercedita then gave
his parole and returned to bis abip.

h.e Ile'rzzdiu then sténmed off into a place of safety,
the rebels havieg been succesefully deeoived us to her con
dition by tha report that she wis sinking  Her amall bost
Lnlone was in this eondition, but it was received by the rebel
¢ Mioers aa & guarantss of tha state of the veasel itself,
The Meroedita lay in shosl water, and henee the reply of
the enemy that * she could not sink lower than ter raifa."

The 1 eam then stesmed townrds the Keyatone Sta‘e
anl sent a shot through ber atenm drum.  This shot ere-
ated grent havoo on buard the atenmer, eausing the inatant
death of Lwenly-vne persons. Twelve were levelled by
the ahot, and the rest were sonlded to denth by the steam
which escnpad from the boilers Fifteen of the crew were
aleo wounded.

In the mesn time, while thess startling econts wore oc-
curring on the side of one portion of vur flect, the U. 8
guaboat Housstonie, which sheltered the Prinoess Hoyal,
wis with the other ram, and succeeded in drivivg
her off, ber guus being suficiently depreaned to atriks the |
[ ram st every shot.

At holf past aix o’clock in the morning both of the rame

the attack of two Confederate iron-cleds on the

three wounded; on the Keystoue State twenty Killed nud |

.
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wity. - N
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THE CAPTURE OF THE PR!HC!ES ROYAL.

The Navy Depar tment has received the follow
ufficiul report of the eapture of the Princess K
from Com. Dupoat :

Fraosnip Wapasu,
Pért Royal Harbor, (8. C.) January 31, 1863,

Hon GiveoN WeLLes, Secretary of the Navy. :

Bik: I have the honot to vepori the capture, on the
morting of the 29ih iustant, of the screw steamer Prige
cess Royul, whilst attempting to run the blockade igto
Charleaton, '

Tue fillowing sre the circumstances connected with
hu:‘?aptnra :du? wilin .

ter stauding in & mile and a half, Lien

mander Quackerfbmh vbeerved a steamer at:::‘i:: —
the land o the direction of Chbarleston. He fircd
shots at her, when ber course was ultered towards the
beach, and she wes run shore. Two officers and an
urmed bont's ciew were immediately sent to take posse
siou. Sbe proved to be the iron stenmer (propellor) ;
cees Royul, [ast from Berwuds, four days out, and’laden,
as lar a8 he could learn, with guos, smmunition,
steani-cngives for the iroo-clade, aud an assorted eargo. | ’

On takivg possession, it wae ascertained that the captain,
supercargo, pilot, aud como of the petiy officers and a
sengeT, had lelt the ship wheo she struck aod e to
the shore, which tuct was substantiated by the mate,
under supercargo aud chiel epgineer, as well as by seeing
the two wissing buats lying on the beach, deserted. 3

By the aciive exertions of Actiug Muster E. Van Sice,
ud Acting Eusigu K. W. Cornell, of the Unadills, sssisted
by boats' crews from the United States steaners Houss-
tonic snd Augusia, and schoovers Blupt and Amsrics,
sided by two of the engineers of the prize, she was got off
m‘;t[l.:;uh nutlbluiug any ihjury.

erg uot betug sutficient coal on boa rincess

Ruyal to send ber Nuith, she was ord:‘rle%{ :;’tlra senior
officer to this port to obiaiu a supply, No papors peitain-
ing f ebip or carge were founcf ob boatd of her at the
Lime, exceptivg the shipping articles and a log-book ; but

dillw, the (flicer iu charge of the prize, discovered, noei-
deutslly, 1o looking over the nidal,) certain 8 which
bud lodged in the feuder, in the attempt to throw them
uverboard. These refer principally.to the cargn, and with
}:he ;:lnpamom ﬁe'l;:m?cd (which were all that were
ound on Wi orwarded to the U. 8. District
Judge at Philadelphia. SR i

The uuder supereargo Hoxley, the chief mate Shaw, the
captain's clerk, (a youug man acksley, whose
father is eaid to be wterested in the cargo,) two of theeu-
ginvers, und several of the fitemen go North in the prize.
T'he rest of the crew will be sent by the firet A

1 desire to eall the attention of Department to the
fact that in this prize are two complete engiues, said to be
of great power, aud ivtsuded for icon-clads,  * * B

Very respectfully, your ob dient servant,
8. ¥. DuroxT, Rear Admiral,

Commauding South Atlsutic Blucksding Squadron,

RECRUITING NEGRO SBOLDIERS.

Correspondence of the New York Times.
Fowrress Monrok, Fes 3, 1863.

An anthorization having been granted by the Government
to Gov. Andrew, of Massachusetts, for the enlistment of
colored men as United Btates roldiers, the latter hes re-
quested Mr. C. B. Wilder, Superintendent of Contrabands
for tLis Departwent, toenlist such as desire it. Having
obtained tbe ooneurrence of Gen. Dix, as Military Gover-
nor, Mr Wilder immediately held out prospects of promo-
tioo in the binck reguuent to certain commissioned asd
nou-commissioned officers here, and the resolt is a sp
roeruitment on their part of able men, who will ren
good service.  In thbis neighborhood, weluding that of Ner-
fulk, Suffolk, and Yorktown, st least a battalion, and pro-
bably & regiment, wil be raised within a fortoight.
men will then begent to Washington, and endued with bjus
coals and red unmeotionables, ns part of the Massachusetts
contingent.

To those colored men who do not wish a soldier’s life,
and wlh may not have desirable mplolyment. anuvther open-
ing presents i'self. The Secretary of War has st lust de-
finitely suthorized Mr. Wilder to appropriate vacat:d lagds
of rebels in this department to use of those colored
people of beth sexes who may wieh to uwe them.
lauds are not covfiscated; IM:
for the tine being, and, should peace speedly eusue, will
be held only duriog 1+ present year. The veoupaats will
be placed in charge of white superintendents, who
ench bave under his control es wany lsborers as the
may fisd employment for. The s will either be psid
fur their Inbor monthly, or wait watil the sale of
remuuerates them—emsll ndvaness for ties being
wade them when required. Superintendents will Y

ald frem the proceeds of eales.  Attention will especially
given o the culiivaiion of veget bles for the Northern
markets. Froe freight will ba given to thia produce,.on
Goyercment transports, to sny puint where it may be rent,
sud in giving this privilege the War Department trusts
that private benevolence will furpieh all other faecilities.

Attached to ench farm will be a echool, where ehildren
will bs taughtin the day and adulte st vight The teachers
will be indepeudent iu their notion of the farm supern-
tendepts.  All this is intended both to relieve the Govern-
went of the uns thousand dullars s day it now pays for the
support of contrabands in this departwent, and to prove,
what is doubted by msuy, that negroes wil work in a
etnte of freedom. The reeult of the experimeat will be
entigfactory.

¥

A SHOCKING CATASTROPHE 1IN RICHMOND.

From the Richmond Examiner of January 28.

Between four and ive o’clock yes roing, while
upwards of & thonsand Fedoral exe b -iu.
being conducted from the Confederats  prison to the
Petersburg depot for transportation to City Point, the foot
bridge spaoning the baein st Eighth street gove way while
the line waa pa-sing over it, and went down o wregk in
ten feet of water, earrying with it all upon the biidge,
from fifty to eighty in numbe-r,

The utmost excitemeut at once ensaed amon

themselves
strenuously to rescoe them, but the morniug being
sud cloudy their effirts were attendsd with but
success, Ou calling the ro!l twenty-seven of the prisone
wera found missing, or st least not to their
names, Two of the City battalion were also missing, and
it is fenred they have shared the fate of the prisonern
Nutwithstnnding the |smentable wi:hap the
wers seut on to Petersburg by the regular train. Du
the morning throngs of peravna assembled on both banks
of the basin and at the bridge tv witness the preparations
fur recovering the bodies from the basin, At the sugges-
tion of Coroner Sanxay the cutlels were ojened for the
purpose of drawing the water off ; but the basin
slowly, and up to 5 o'clock P. M. yestorday but three
diex had been discovored, two of them Federal p
and the third the body of u Confederate soldier that
evideotly been in the water a month or more. Darkness
appronching, the further search fur the victime wae post-
n:ddumii this morning, when an offisi 1] investigation will
ad.

THE CONDITION OF IRELAND.
The Cork Examiner of Junuary 17th contnina the follow .
ing remarks on the condition of Irelsnd :

bad s it has beon since 1847, A suoosssion of wretohed
harveats lins o reduced their resources as to render
dependent upon food not the produet of their own

What would not be the rush from Irelsud to the Btates were
the war atauend, and were industry and en I
mana'acture, and commerce ngain to resume their pe
eway ? We, for our purt, believe it would be

If thinga go on aa they sre—if induceweut s to' fligh:
offared to our poople—what will be the pupuiation of

Innd in 1871, now eight years dintant? E‘h y

is thnt we shull ot have more than four millioys of peaple
in the country, if wa have to many.” Ly

DEATII OF HORACE VERNET.

France has just lost her groat historieal
Verner died in Paria on the 17th of Jnm

m.'& cB
sovonty-four years, having been born in / on the
i

of June, 1789, He was the son of Carls ¥,
buttle paivter, the grandson of J h Vi
marine painter, whose father, Antoine
painter, o began to paint whea quite a y
showed thut he inticrited the talent of the
would be impossible to give any neeount of his
out filling seversl columns.  Put the palaces
of France owa some of their most
his geniug; and the grost battles of
om}r mIelmdg on the uﬂutillll-.““ % “Ha
po family. " on ter was ‘
roche, and she dnd"ul ~Post.

o'ter ber airival here, Acting Master Vap Sice, of the Uns- .

o

the
sorers, aod the membera of reveral compauies of the (g; "
- buttulion, who bad thew uoder guard, exsrted

“To disguise the fact that tha condition of the farm
clamses, espocinlly those of small holdings, is & very. !
one at this moment would be idls, mﬂ in ' L]
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